that only I or my colleagues in government subscribe to, as a matt
of expediency. It is a view of life which is shared by millions aj
millions of people in our country. And when I say that they belie
in it, what I mean is that they could not possibly do otherwise, ho^
ever strongly the winds of conflicting doctrines may blow aroui
them.
Whilst on the subject of Pakistan in the new Asia, I would al
like to draw attention to the geographic and strategic position
our country. I do so because our frontiers were drawn less ths
three years ago and not all the maps which people carry in the
minds have been able to catch up with the change. Pakistan cor
prises two parts, East and West. Whereas one borders on Burma, n<
far from where the Japanese advance was halted in the last war, rl
other borders on Iran and Afghanistan and has an important situ
tion in relation to the communications to and from the oil-bearin
areas of the Middle East. This part also controls the mountain pass*
through which the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent has been invade
ninety times in the past centuries. Most people are inclined mental]
to divide the greater part of Asia into South-East Asia and th
Middle East and to allot each country to one or the other zone. B<
cause of its peculiar situation, Pakistan is vitally interested in th
development of events in both these zones and has, thus, a doubl
delicate position.
Pakistan therefore, politically, ideologically and strategically hold
a position of great responsibility. I have already spoken of our firrj
unshakeable belief in democracy. To that I wish to add that we ar
also determined to defend our freedom, whatever the quarter fron
which the threat may come. In addition to this, Pakistan is resolve<
to throw all its weight to help the maintenance of stability in Asia
Stability in Asia is most important to us not only for our own free
dom and progress but for the maintenance of world peace. As thing
appear to us in our part of the world we cannot imagine how work
peace caa be maintained unless Asia is stabilized.
What can we do, what can the world do, to ensure stability ir
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